
Service of the Word – The Fourth Sunday of Easter 
April 25, 2021 

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Roanoke, VA 

 

PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GATHERING SONG: Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia! 
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GREETING 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P Let us pray. 

 O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we  

 shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the  

 Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43 

A reading from Acts. 

 
5The next day [the] rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, 

John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they had made the prisoners stand in 

their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy 

Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done 

to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all 

the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 

whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is  

 ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 

  it has become the cornerstone.’ 
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we 

must be saved.” 

 

P The word of the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 

 

ANTHEM: The Lord’s My Shepherd – arr. Roger Price  
Brynn Scozzari and Evan Odson, soloists 

 

The Lord’s my Shepherd, I’ll not want. He makes me down to lie 

In pastures green; he leadeth me the quiet waters by. 

My soul He doth restore again; I in His love abide. 

 

Yea, though I walk through death’s dark vale,Yet will I fear no ill; 

For Thou art with me and Thy rod And staff my com-fort still 

My table Thou has furnished, and my cup Thou wilt fill. 

 

Goodness and mercy all my life Shall surely follow me; 

And in God’s house forevermore My dwelling place shall be. 

And in God’s house forevermore My dwelling place shall be. 

- text from Psalm 23 

 

SECOND READING: 1 John 3:16-24 

A reading from First John. 
 

16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our lives for 

one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in 
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need and yet refuses help? 

  18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we will know that 

we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is 

greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness 

before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what 

pleases him. 

  23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one 

another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. 

And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 

 

P The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL: John 10:11-18 

P The holy gospel according to St. John, the 10th chapter 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12The hired hand, 

who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs 

away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not 

care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows 

me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this 

fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this 

reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, 

but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have 

received this command from my Father.” 

 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

Christus als Guter Hirte (“Christ as the Good Shepherd”). Dating 

from 1750 Lower Bavaria, this painting shows Jesus as a shepherd, 

carrying and protecting his sheep, while a wolf threatens them. As 

we hear in John’s Gospel, Jesus lays down his life for his sheep – the 

life-giving sacrifice that is indicated by Christ’s wounded hands and 

feet. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who promises to hear 

us and answer in steadfast love. 

 

Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your own know you. Your voice calls us to your loving embrace. 

Strengthen your church throughout the world that we bear witness to your expansive love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Gracious Shepherd, you are generous with the gifts of goodness and mercy. Restore your creation to wholeness 

so that it may flourish. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Hope-giving Shepherd, the nations and peoples are your heritage. Place into the hearts of all leaders and rulers 

the passion to serve. Crucify any desire to overpower others and give leaders joy in lifting up the lowly. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Abiding Shepherd, your love flows as we reach out to those around us. Move us with your Spirit, so that we lay 

down our lives for those in need. Help us love one another in truth and action. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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Saving Shepherd, you restore us to wholeness. Care for those who are ill, hospitalized, having surgery, and 

recovering: Tommy Duncan, Barbara McLelland, and Christie Scott. Attend to the needs of those we name 

before you now. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Eternal Shepherd, you hold us securely in your loving hands. In the assurance of resurrection hope, we 

remember our loved ones who have died in you. Bring us, with them, to dwell in your house forever. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending goodness and 

mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE  

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

Let us pray.  

O God of justice and love,  

we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words of your Son.  

Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others,  

and at the end bring all the world to your feast;  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,  

be honor and glory forever. 

Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 
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PRAYER FOR OUR TIME 

Let us pray. 

Almighty and gracious God,  

we pray for your guidance as we live out our callings in a world still in the grip of a pandemic.  

Give your peace to those who grieve the loss of loved ones.  

Give your strength to those who suffer illness.  

Give your presence to those who remain isolated.  

Give your healing skill to those who provide medical care.  

Give your wisdom to local and world leaders. 

Help us to remain patient and hopeful in the days and weeks ahead. While we follow an unfamiliar path, remind 

us that you are with us always. Grant us courage to persevere, serving you as we serve others in Jesus’ name. 

Amen 

 

BLESSING  

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, 

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing  

 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace, loving God and loving your neighbor. Alleluia, alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia! 

 
 

 

 

Liturgical texts reprinted by permission, Augsburg Fortress Liturgies License SAS003958. 

Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia! – text: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, tr. Jane E. Leeson, alt.; music: LLANFAIR, Robert  

Williams. 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture readings are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright  

© 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All 

rights reserved worldwide. 

The King of Love My Shepherd Is – text: Psalm 23, para. Henry W. Baker; music: ST. COLUMBA, Irish tune. 

Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing – text: Howard C. A. Gaunt; music: ALLES IST AN GOTTES SEGEN, Johann Löhner.  

Text © Oxford University Press. Used by permission, ONE LICENSE, License #A-729546. 


